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Probably this is due to the collection of old nuts which have lain in the
mud, where they have begun to sprout thus softening the endosperm.
The seeds of many other species of palm (e.g., date palmx) have the
reserve material stored in the endosperm in the form of cellulose; most of
these, however, are of no commercial importance.
1 For descriptions of the anatomy of the date-stone see T. F. HANAUSEK: Chem. Ztg.
1886, 10, 701. MOELLER: Mikroskopie der Nahrungs- und Genussmittel. Berlin, 2. Aufi.
1905, 484. WINTON: Microscopy of Vegetable Foods. New York, 1906, 390.